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W A LOWER DIES SUDDENLY AT DECATUR 
Mon. Oct. 18, 1937 
Business Leader, G.O.P. Worker, Dies While Listening to Radio 
W.A. “Bert” Lower, aged 65, prominent Decatur business man and active in Republican politics for many 
years, died suddenly at his home in Decatur at 10:30 o’clock Saturday evening. Mr. Lower was listening 
to eh radio when he suffered the attack and death came almost immediately 
Mr. Lower was engaged in the insurance business at present, but he was active in banking circles for 
many years. He was former assistant state superintendent of public instruction, former Decatur 
postmaster, former director and secretary of the Peoples Loan and Trust Co., and otherwise engaged in 
many business activities. He was also a school teacher for many years, both at Decatur and in the Adams 
county schools.  
Mr. Lower was a leader in Republican politics for many years, and well known throughout this side of 
the state. 
He was born Jan. 26, 1872.  
Surviving are the widow, formerly Dora Peterson, and one brother, Homer Lower, of Decatur. One sister, 
Mrs. Fred Linn is deceased. Mr. Lower was a member of the Decatur Presbyterian church. The funeral 
will be held Tuesday morning at 10 o’clock at the home, burial in the Decatur cemetery.  
 
BERNIS BLUM IS BRIDE OF GERALD ELZEY 
Local young Couple Wed Here Saturday Afternoon 
Mon. Oct. 19, 1937 
Miss Bernis Lucile Blum, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Blum, and Gerald F. Elzey, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Elzey, were married Saturday afternoon at 3:00 o’clock at the Evangelical parsonage. The Rev. 
M.O. Herman officiated, using the double ring ceremony. The couple was attended by Laurence Blum, 
brother of the bride, and Miss Helen Elzey, sister of the groom.  
The bride was very attractively attired in a wine-colored transparent velvet dress with gold trimming. 
Her hat, slippers and other accessories were of a shade to match. She carried a beautiful bouquet of 
Johanna Hill roses tied with ribbon and streamers to match. The bridesmaid wore a mahogany creped 
dress and carried a bouquet of Talisman roses. The groom and his attendant wore rose boutonnieres.  
Both the bride and groom were graduated from the Berne High School and are active members of the 
Evangelical church. A wedding dinner was served at the home of the bride’s parents for the immediate 
families on Saturday evening. The groom is employed at the Smith Brothers’ Furniture factory. They will 
reside at 517 E. Water St.  

 


